
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meeting of the Board of Governors 
New River Community and Technical College 

Nicholas County Campus 
Room R104, 6101 Webster Road, Summersville, WV 26651 
Conference Line: 1-929-436-2866 Meeting ID: 599 003 440 

Thursday, April 2, 2026 
6:00 pm 

 
Board Members Present 
Roger Topping, Chair; Linda Sumner, Vice Chair; Chris Vaught, Secretary; Tom Cochran; 
Tom Lemke, Yvonne Seay, Ramona Beverage, Richard Schneider, Bob Runion, Erin 
Trump, Classified Staff Representative, and Robert Rimkis, Faculty Representative  
  
Board Member(s) Absent 
 
 
College Employees Present 
David Ayersman, Coy Borders, Chelsea Bricker, Amanda Combs, Bonny Ball Copenhaver, 
President, Tracy Evans, Brooke Fincham, Jason Garris, Mike Green, Roger Griffith, Steve 
Lacek, Brad Mankins, Brandon Mills, Tamara Mills, Tamara Rahal, Kayla Saunders, Jan 
Schofield, Cheryl Stapleton, and Tori Taylor 
 
Guest(s)  
None 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
Mr. Topping opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  A quorum was established. 
 
Mr. Topping called for approval for the March 5, 2025, Facilities and Finance Committee 
meeting, March 5, 2025, regular meeting, and March 26, 2026, Policy and Program 
Committee meeting minutes.  Dr. Lemke made a motion to approve the March 5, 2025, 
Facilities and Finance Committee meeting, March 5, 2025, regular meeting, and March 26, 
2026, Policy and Program Committee meeting minutes; Mr. Cochran seconded the motion.  
The motion carried. 
 
Finance Report 
Ms. Borders reviewed the Finance Report. 
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Mr. Topping called for a motion to approve the Finance Report as presented. Dr. Lemke 
made a motion to approve the Finance Report as presented; Ms. Seay seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried. 
 
Unfinished Business 
None at this time. 
 
 
New Business 
Ms. Schofield gave a demonstration of the new catalog software. 
 
Ms. Borders presented the FY 2026-27 employee raises. 
 
Mr. Topping called for a motion to approve the FY 2026-27 employee raises. Dr. Lemke made a 
motion to approve the FY 2026-27 employee raises; Ms. Sumner seconded the motion. The 
motion carried. 
 
Ms. Borders presented additional proposed fees. 
 
Mr. Topping called for a motion to approve the additional proposed fees. Dr. Lemke made a 
motion to approve the additional proposed fees; Ms. Seay seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried. 
 
Mr. Lacek presented the creation of the following new Associate of Applied Science Degrees: 
Cosmetology, AAS, Criminal Justice, AAS, Paralegal Studies, AAS, and Vocational Law 
Enforcement, AAS. 
 
Mr. Topping called for a motion to approve creation of the following new Associate of Applied 
Science Degrees: Cosmetology, AAS, Criminal Justice, AAS, Paralegal Studies, AAS, and 
Vocational Law Enforcement, AAS as presented. Mr. Vaught made a motion to approve creation 
of the following new Associate of Applied Science Degrees: Cosmetology, AAS, Criminal 
Justice, AAS, Paralegal Studies, AAS, and Vocational Law Enforcement, AAS as presented; Mr. 
Runion seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Lacek presented the creation of the following new Certificate of Applied Science Programs: 
Criminal Justice, CAS, Foundations of Legal Support, CAS, Medical Assisting, CAS, and 
Vocational Law Enforcement, CAS.  
 
Mr. Topping called for a motion to approve creation of the following new Certificate of Applied 
Science Programs: Criminal Justice, CAS, Foundations of Legal Support, CAS, Medical 
Assisting, CAS, and Vocational Law Enforcement, CAS as presented. Ms. Seay made a motion 
to approve creation of the following new Certificate of Applied Science Programs: Criminal 
Justice, CAS, Foundations of Legal Support, CAS, Medical Assisting, CAS, and Vocational Law 
Enforcement, CAS as presented; Mr. Cochran seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Lacek presented the creation of the following new Advanced Skill Set Certificate Programs: 
Machine Tool Technology, ASSC and Advanced Structural and Fabrication Welding, ASSC. 
 
Mr. Topping called for a motion to approve creation of the following new Advanced Skill Set 
Certificate Programs: Machine Tool Technology, ASSC and Advanced Structural and 
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Fabrication Welding, ASSC as presented. Dr. Lemke made a motion to approve creation of the 
following new Advanced Skill Set Certificate Programs: Machine Tool Technology, ASSC and 
Advanced Structural and Fabrication Welding, ASSC as presented; Mr. Cochran seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Vaught asked Mr. Lacek to give an update on AI. Mr. Lacek noted he is waiting for the FSI 
surveys to be returned so they can view for the success of the AI sessions. 
 
Dr. Copenhaver reviewed the President’s Report. 
 
The next Board of Governors meeting is May 7, 2026 at the Raleigh County Campus, 
Beaver, WV. 
 
Mr. Topping adjourned the meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:41 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, Lori Midkiff, Executive Secretary to the President 
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