Vol. 1, Issue No. 5
From the Hawk's Nest is distributed on the first and third Friday of each month. We need your input! Please send
your ideas for stories on upcoming events, reports on attendance at conferences, awards and honors received,
photos or information on outstanding employees or students to Barbara Elliott, belliott@newriver.edu.The deadline for
submitting items is the end of the day on Wednesday before the Friday of publication.

Happy Holidays! Have a wonderful break!
DR. AMY SUE DESONIA IS NEW
VP OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Dr. Amy DeSonia has been selected and has accepted the
position of vice president for academic affairs. Her anticipated
start date is Jan. 9.
DeSonia comes to us from Quinebaug Valley Community College
in Danielson and Sillimantic, Conn, where she has served as chief
academic officer/dean of academic affairs since 2011. She
previously served as academic dean in the Division of Business,
Social Sciences and Public Service at Tidewater Community
College in Norfolk, Va.

Dr. Amy Sue DeSonia.

A graduate of the University of Michigan with a degree in business
administration, DeSonia earned a master's in public administration with a concentration in health
care administration from Western Michigan University in Lansing and a doctorate in public
administration with a concentration in higher education from Western Michigan University in
Kalamazoo. In addition to her higher education experience, DeSonia has 25 years of industry
experience as a Certified Public Accountant and small business owner. Welcome to the New River
family!
Dr. Carry DeAtley will now return to her role as associate vice president for academic affairs and
interim dean of the Advanced Technology Center. Dr. Renae McGinnis will return to her position of
director of institutional effectiveness and will serve as interim dean of the Beckley Campus until a
new dean is hired. Dr. Carolyn Sizemore will step down as Beckley Campus dean and assume her
new position as director of developmental education effective Jan. 1.

PEGGY EPLING PROMOTED
Peggy Epling has been promoted to the new position of student success center coordinator. The
College is developing student success centers at all campuses with funding from a $3 million
Department of Labor grant.
Epling will supervise the staff and provide for the general operation of the student success centers.

She also will serve as disabilities services coordinator and will coordinate
the retention program of the College.
She joined New River in January of 2011 as a student program advisor at
the Mercer County Campus. Later that year she was promoted to student
services specialist. In that role, she developed the Center for Advanced
Studies to assist students wishing to continue their education after
graduating from New River or students wishing to obtain college credit for
work experience in order to complete a Board of Governors degree.

WELCOME TO NEW RIVER
Staci L. Green has joined the Office of Admissions as a student recruiter. She
previously served as a professional development coordinator at Mountwest
Community and Technical College in Huntington and a life skills and career
center instructor at Goodwill Industries. She mostly recently worked as a
Staci Green
relationship banker at BB&T in Morgantown.She is a graduate of Marshall
University, where she earned a bachelor's degree in business management and a master's in adult
education.
Tamara Rahal has joined the staff as administrative associate for the Medical
Assisting, Physical Therapist Assistant and Occupational Therapy Assistant
programs. She received an associate degree in general studies at Mountain
State University and worked at MSU in a number of capacities after graduation.
She worked part-time as administrative associate for New River's Medical
Assisting program earlier this year.

Tamara Rahal

THE GRINCH WHO WON CHRISTMAS
The Office of Financial Aid in Beckley blew away the
competition in the door decorating contest sponsored by the
Classifed Staff Council. Their elaborate design included a
fireplace with a mantlepiece containing a new literary
masterpiece: The Winter the Grinch Resolved His Student Loan
Debt, a hilarious spoof of the Grinch Who Stole Christmas
written by Dr. (Donna Feijo) Seuss.
The author was even on hand in costume, to read her
composition to Dr. Washington, the official contest judge.
Congratulations to the Financial Aid team on a truly creative
endeavor.

Meet The Runners Up . . . .

Snowmen were popular in the winter-themed competition. The second place entry was Lori
Midkiff's fanciful Caribbean Christmas scene (far left). There was a three-way tie for third place.
The Beckley Practical Nursing Students continued the snowman theme; "Peaches" Stephenson
from the Nicholas County Campus concocted an elaborate Christmas tree design and Bob Runion
combined a snowman with wreaths for an imaginative mash-up.

The Worthy Contenders . . .
The Business Office definitely got into the spirit of the competition. Decorating their doors were (top
l-r Susie Atkins, Steve ("WVU") Benson, Maxine Willis and Heike Soeffker-Culicerto; (bottom l-r)
Ingrid Hudnall and Barbara Stewart.

Judging these doors was a
job for Superman!

KUDOS
Congratulations to Vanessa Bailey, medical assisting instructor at the
Greenbrier Valley Campus, on her appointment to the board of the West
Virginia Rural Health Association, an organization that advocates for
empowering all West Virginians to advance their quality of life, well-being
and access to excellence in rural health care. She will serve on the
Education Committee. She is also taking a leadership role on the steering
committee for the annual Greenbrier County Women on Wellness (WOW)
retreat sponsored by the Center for Excellence in Women's Health at WVU.

Vanessa Bailey

From Dr. David Ayersman. . . .
Big kudos for Tiffanie Snyder and the entire nursing faculty for their recent
implementation of Blackboard Learn 9 on Dec. 9 (the first day of the Practical
Nursing program spring term). In addition to the training that has been offered
face-to-face by Ralph Payne and the online training for Blackboard that is
available through our new license with Lynda.com (the icon for Lynda is
available in the portal), Tiffanie developed some of her own helpful training
information and shared it with her colleagues prior to the their first day of the
term. Knowing that the nursing term began smoothly gives me (and hopefully
others) additional confidence that the remainder of the transition from ANGEL to
Blackboard will go smoothly for everyone. So a big thank you to Tiffanie and all
the nursing instructors.

Tiffanie Snyder

CONGRATULATIONS DONNA!
Donna Polk, student program advisor at the Greenbrier Valley Campus, traveled to Nebraska
earlier this month to attend the commencement ceremony at Charon State College, where she
completed her master's degree in education. Her parents and husband attended the ceremony,

where she was asked to speak to her fellow students. She
encouraged them all to be that special "someone" who motivates
others to rise above obstacles to achieve their goals. Other than
having to correct the president of the college, who announced she
was from Wyoming, it was an altogether awesome experience, she
reports.

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING THE VETERAN HOLIDAY
APPRECIATION DRIVE
A big thank-you to everyone
who donated items for the
Veteran Holiday Appreciation
drive sponsored by the
Classified Staff Council and
SGA.
On Thursday, Dec. 19, Bob
Runion and Rahni Borders
boxed up the many
contributions of candy,
personal items, books, games
and other gifts donated by New
River faculty, staff and students
for delivery to the Beckley VA
Medical Center.
The Center serves veterans who live in the nine counties served by the College.
Special thanks to Rahni Borders, Brigette Neil, Lisa Matherly, Deena Rodgers and Rita Holcomb,
who handled the collections on their respective campuses.

Keep Us Posted!
We encourage you to check the New River Facebook page for additional updates on student activities
and college events. We also encourage you to let us know about upcoming events so that we can
share information across the college. Send information for the Facebook page to Michael Meador,
mmeador@newriver.edu. Send items for the newsletter or for news releases to Barbara Elliott,
belliott@newriver.edu.
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