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From the Hawk's Nest is distributed on the first and third Friday of each month. We need your input! Please send
your ideas for stories on upcoming events, reports on attendance at conferences, awards and honors received,
photos or information on outstanding employees or students to Barbara Elliott, belliott@newriver.edu. The deadline
for submitting items for the next issue is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, May 14, 2014.

Washington Elected to AACC Board of Directors
President L. Marshall Washington has been elected to the board of
directors of the American Association of Community Colleges
(AACC), an advocacy group for nearly 1,200 two-year associate
degree-granting institutions and more than 13 million students.
Washington will serve a three-year term beginning July 1.
Headquartered in Washington, D.C., AACC supports and promotes
its member colleges through policy initiatives, innovative programs,
research, information and strategic research outreach to business,
industry and the national news media.

Financial Aid Staff Attends Statewide "Climbing to the Top"
Conference
Staff from the Office of Financial Aid attended the West Virginia Association of Student Financial Aid
Administrators (WVASFAA) Spring Conference, "Climbing to the Top", held April 24-25 at the Embassy
Suites in Charleston, WV.
Program topics included: Exceptional Customer Service, Selecting a Default Prevention Company, Pell
Lifetime Eligibility Usage (LEU), Diversity and Inclusion, Banner Population Selection, and Federal
Literacy: What You Need to Know to Educate
Your Students.
The group heard state program updates from Brian Weingart, senior director for financial aid with the WV
Higher Education Policy Commission, and federal updates from Pam Gilligan, a trainer with the US
Department of Education.
New River CTC employees attending were (l-r in photo) Donna Feijo, currently serving as secretary of
WVASFAA; Nora Overath, Patricia ("Trish") Harmon, who serves on the Long Range Planning
Committee; Stephanie Morris and Herman ("Boats")
Keene.
"This was a great time to interact with the financial aid
administrators from our state and Janet Ingragiola,
president of Illinois Association of Student Financial
Aid Administrators (ILASFAA) visiting from Danville
Area Community College, IL," Feijo said.
WVASFAA is preparing to host the Midwest
Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators
Conference, which will be held in October at the
Marriott in Charleston. The theme is Oktoberfest. In
preparation for this conference, Trish Harmon is chair
of the signage committee, and Stephanie Morris and
Donna Feijo are participating on the signage committee. Boats Keene is co-chair with Tom Ilse from
Bluefield State in charge of pre-conference activities. Approximately 350-400 attendees are expected.
.

Just a-DOOR-able
You can tell that spring fever has arrived at New River. The Classified
Staff Council's spring door decorating contest inspired some very
colorful entries to brighten up our hallways. Congratulations to the
creative team at 109 E. Main Street (OTA, PTA, MAST and Medical
Laboratory Technician) for winning first place. Their entry, submitted by
Tamara Rahall, is pictured at left.
"On behalf of the Classified Staff Council we would like to give a big
round of applause to all the entries and a personal thank you for

round of applause to all the entries and a personal thank you for
participating," said Bob Runion, chair of the Classified Staff Council."
Each door expressed creativity, craftsmanship and design and took
much time to create."
Runion said the council's goal is to raise funds to be able to offer a
Classified Staff Scholarship and possibly multiple scholarships in the
future. "We can't do this without support from the Classified Staff team,
Runion said.

Here are the other spring beauties . . .
Top row, (l-r) Maxine Willis, Bob Runion, Cindy Dalton, Susie Atkins, Heike Soeffker-Culicerto,
Bottom row (l-r) Myrissa Grose, Karen Harvey, Barbara Stewart, Ingrid Hudnall, Lisa Rose

Classified Staff Council News
Classified Staff Council Chair Bob Runion is encouraging all classified staff to attend the council's
monthly meetings, which are usually held on the third Friday of the month from 10 to 11 a.m. If you
cannot attend in person or by IVN, you may attend by calling the Meet Me number.
The council is asking for members to volunteer to form a committee to update the organization's
constitution and bylaws. If you are interested, please email Runion or any Classified Staff Council
member.
Many thanks to the classified employees who responded to the Modern Think "Great Colleges To
Work For" survey. Classified staff had a 79% percent response rate.

Nicholas County Campus Celebrates Earth Day
On Monday, April 21, the Nicholas County Campus
Student Government Association performed its annual
litter sweep. Litter sweepers included Rebecca Taylor
(president), Justin Rader (vice president), Hannah
Metheney (president-elect), Daniel Wilson (vice
president-elect), and Jamie Bailey (secretary-elect).
On Tuesday, April 22, Alicia Swecker (parliamentarianelect), Rebecca Taylor, Justin Rader (l-r in photo) and
Emily Browning, instructor of biology, distributed recycled
pencils, Earth Day stickers, bookmarks, and eco-friendly
information to the campus community. Parents were
given coloring sheets to take home to their kids.
A conservation-themed bulletin board and student posters were on display during the month of April
to increase environmental awareness. Browning reports that she was very pleased with the student
participation and she hopes to make next year's celebration a week-long event.

Mock Interviews Help MAST Students Prepare for
Job Search

Job Search
Jim Fedders, instructional specialist of developmental
education, visited the Greenbrier Valley Campus
recently to conduct mock job interviews with students in
Vanessa Bailey's Medical Assisting class. Fedders met
one-on-one with students and posed questions they
are likely to encounter as they prepare to enter the
workforce. Tracy Crabaugh was presenting herself very
confidently and professionally when this photo was
taken.

KUDOS!
Three New River CTC students
were named to the All-West
Virginia Academic Team this
year in the competition
sponsored by the WV
Community and Technical
System and Phi Theta Kappa.
Congratulations to Barbara
Mills of Princeton, Jennifer
Spade of Rupert and Leslie
Simms of Summersville, who
were honored by Governor Ray
Tomblin at a ceremony at the
State Capitol on April 25.
Pictured at the ceremony are
(l-r) Governor Tomblin, Barbara
Mills, Jennifer Spade, Leslie
Simms President L. Marshall Washington, PTK Faculty Sponsor Dr. Lucie Refsland, and Bob
Brown of the WV Council for Community and Technical College Education. Leslie Simms has also
been accepted to attend the ENvision Global Forum on Business and Entrepreneurship in New
Zealand and Australia May 24-31. A social work major, Simms was nominated by PTK to represent
New River at the forum.
Two students from the Advanced Technology Center won honors at the
Skills USA Competition held March 29 at the
Putnam County Career Center in Eleanor, WV.
Ethan Bryant (right), the first student to complete
the required technical courses in the new Automotive
Service Technology program, competed as a postsecondary student and represented the College well,
earning a bronze medal. Nick Clay (on left in photo
at left), a student in the Welding program, also
brought home a bronze medal. He competed against
32 other welding students from across the state.
Medical Assisting students from the Beckley Campus completed a community service/fundraiser for
the Raleigh County and Fayette County Humane Society on April 29. They raised $275 at a bake
sale/donation drive on April 26. This money was used to purchase supplies for the shelters. Food
and pet supplies were also donated during the bake sale. A $50 donation was also given to the
Raleigh County Animal Shelter to help offset costs for a dog that needed emergency surgery and
treatment.
Pictured (l-r) are Heather Hudnall, Erica Shepherd,
Wendy Combs, Cristy Lilly, Elizabeth Broyles,
Elizabeth Hyndrich, Caitlin Meadows, Instructor
Connie Rhodes, and Jasmin Maniece. Participating
but not pictured, Michelle Pearson and Sequina
Pearson.

Share the good news about what's going on at New River CTC. Send your articles, photos or
Kudos to Barbara Elliott, belliott@newriver.edu. Many thanks to Bob Runion, Donna Feijo, Emily
Browning, Brad Veneri, Jim Blair and Connie Rhodes for their contributions to this edition.The
deadline for the next issue is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, May 14.

Keep Us Posted!
We encourage you to check the New River Facebook page for additional updates on student activities
and college events. We also encourage you to let us know about upcoming events so that we can
share information across the College. Send information for the Facebook page to Michael Meador,
mmeador@newriver.edu. Send items for the newsletter or for news releases to Barbara Elliott,
belliott@newriver.edu.

