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From the Hawk's Nest is distributed on the first and third Friday of each month. We need your input! Please send
your ideas for stories on upcoming events, reports on attendance at conferences, awards and honors received,
photos or information on outstanding employees or students to Barbara Elliott, belliott@newriver.edu. The deadline
for the next issue is 4 p.m. on Thursday, August 14.

Moving Day!
The long-anticipated move to the
new Mercer County Campus is
underway at last!
The maintenance and IT team
converged on Princeton July
30 and 31 to start moving furniture
and equipment from the Mercer
County Technical Education Center
to the new location on Mercer Street.
They are doing an amazing job of
getting the building ready in time for
classes to be offered there beginning
August 18.
On Thursday, July 31, the
College welcomed the public
outside the building with
lemonade, cookies and
information about
offerings at the campus. A
number of faculty and staff
dropped by to get a sneak
peek. Dr. Washington was on
hand to greet visitors, including
a number of local officials, and
to talk to the media. The event
was covered by the three
television stations in our
market and the Princeton,
Bluefield and Beckley
newspapers. Enrollment
is up at the campus this fall,
and with lots of room to grow,
they expect even more growth.
The Office of Student Services pulled the celebration together very quickly. Many thanks to Amanda
Smarr, Candice Stadler and Jessica Porter for their hard work in setting up and serving our guests.

Four Attend HLC Persistence and Completion
Workshop
Four representatives from the College attended a Persistence and Completion Workshop sponsored by
the Higher Learning Commission in Chicago July 9-11. Attending were Dr. Allen Withers, Vice President
of Student Services; Dr. Renae McGinnis, Director of Institutional Effectiveness; Peggy Epling,
Coordinator of Student Success Centers; and Jim Fedders, Instructional Specialist of Developmental
Education.
The team attended plenary sessions
focusing on use of data in assisting with
student success efforts, reasons for
student withdrawal, and the various
aspects of managing persistence and
completion efforts. A major part of the
workshop involved college/university
teams working with a mentor to focus on
improving efforts focused on student
success.
The New River group's mentor was Dr.
Bob Mundhenk, one of the HLC Senior

Bob Mundhenk, one of the HLC Senior
Scholars. He is pictured at right (standing,
center) with (l-r seated) Fedders, Withers,
(standing l-r) Epling and McGinnis.
The mentoring involved a series of
conversations on thinking about data,
student decisions, assessing institutional capacity for change, considering institutional policies and
procedures that impact student success, and developing a strategic outlook. This workshop will help the
College in efforts to apply for acceptance in the upcoming HLC Persistence and Completion Academy
cohort of institutions.

Your Amazon Purchases Can Support the New
River CTC Foundation
The New River CTC Foundation is now
affiliated with the AmazonSmile Foundation.
Membership allows shoppers to donate a
percentage of their purchases to our
Foundation. Click to learn more about
AmazonSmile.

Law and Order, New River Style
by Mary Igo,
Workforce Education Program Specialist

Kids College 2014 was a success at the Nicholas County Campus, with between 20 and 24 kids a
day joining us to learn about the law and order process. In the first part of the week we spoke to
several law enforcement officers, including a state tooper and county deputies, about their role in
keeping our community safe as well as cyber safety precautions.
Later in the week, we talked to lawyers in the judge's office about how cases are tried. Students
were given tours of the Summersville City Police Department, the Nicholas County Circuit
Courtroom, and the Nicholas County Sherif'f's office, including a tour of the now unused jail cells.
They informed the students about how the bad guys are processed for transport to jail, after which
one student exclaimed, "best field trip ever!" Students were also given tours of emergency response
vehicles including two police cruisers, a fire truck and the Air Evacuation helicopter.
The programs scheduled for Raleigh and Greenbrier Counties were cancelled this year due to low
enrollment, but hopefully new marketing tactics will make the 2015 program more successful. The
planning team would welcome any ideas on how to spread the message. Kids College this year
was fun and safe thanks to the following employees: Pearl Walton, Jeanne Stone, Tracy Hanks,
Jessica Porter and Gloria Kincaid.

Donna Burdette is New Student BOG
Representative
Donna Burdette, an Allied Health student from the Greenbrier Valley Campus, was sworn in as the
new student representative on the Board of Governors at the July 31 meeting. Donna lives in Hinton
and is the mother of three. She is interested in enrolling in the Medical Laboratory Assistant
program when it becomes available. She has been active in SGA at her campus and looks forward
to representing all New River CTC students. She is pictured at left with Dr. Washington.
At the same meeting Justin Rader,

At the same meeting Justin Rader,
who served as student
representative during the 2013-14
year, was presented a resolution of
appreciation for his service on the
board. He is a student at the
Nicholas County Campus and is
active in the SGA there. He is
pictured above with Dr. Washington
and Board of Governors Chair
David Nalker.

Kudos!
Congratulations to the Class
of 2014 from the New River
CTC School of Practical
Nursing. They received their
nursing pins at a standingroom-only ceremony at the
Summersville Arena and
Conference Center on July 19.
Extra kudos to the Nicholas
County Cohort, which raised
$3,000 this year to add to the
endowment for a nursing
scholarship they have
established through the
Foundation.
Pictured are the students
who were recognized for
outstanding achievement.
They are (l-r) Raleigh County Cohort: Michael Dick, Clinical Student of the Year and Jason
Gibson, Academic Student of the Year; Greenbrier Valley Cohort: Jessica Crane, Academic
Student of the Year, and Dorothea Wickline, Clinical Student of the Year; Nicholas County Cohort:
Joseph Dennison, Clinical Student of the Year and Anita Collins, Academic Student of the Year.
The Occupational Therapy Assistant Program was highlighted in the June 30 edition of OT
Practice Magazine for its innovative partnership with the West Virginia Dance Company to put on
the Yes, I Can! Dance class for children of all disabilities.The magazine reported that our program is
working with the company to better take the mobility, communication and sensory needs of dance
participants into consideration.Congratulations to Brenda Hambric and Dr. Amy Wix for this national
recognition of their efforts!

Share the good news about what's going on at New River CTC. Send your articles, photos or
Kudos to Barbara Elliott, belliott@newriver.edu. Many thanks to Dr. Allen Withers, Mary Igo, Brenda
Hambric, Joyce Egnor and Lisa DeLilly for their contributions to this edition.
The deadline for the next issue is 4 p.m. on Thursday, August 14.

Keep Us Posted!
We encourage you to check the New River Facebook page for additional updates on student activities
and College events. We also encourage you to let us know about upcoming events so that we can
share information across the College. Send information for the Facebook page to Michael Meador,

share information across the College. Send information for the Facebook page to Michael Meador,
mmeador@newriver.edu. Send items for the newsletter or for news releases to Barbara Elliott,
belliott@newriver.edu.
Mission
New River Community and Technical College provides accessible, affordable, quality education and
workforce programs to meet the needs of the region it serves.

